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PRAYER

Dear Father, love in Christ is strong and living, binding faithful hearts in one; 
Love in Christ is true and giving may His will in us be done.
Love in Christ abides forever, fainting not when ills attend;
Love, forgiving and forgiven, shall endure until life’s end.  Amen

TEXT

John 15: 9-17
[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Abide in my 
love.  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.  These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  This is 
my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  Greater 
love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends.  You 
are my friends if you do what I command you.  No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 
to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 
ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.  These things I command 
you, so that you will love one another.”

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Last week’s Gospel lesson told us that if we stay attached to the vine, Jesus Christ, we can do all 
things.  He goes on in John 15:9 and tells us what He expects when we stay attached to Him.

“...as the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Abide in my love.”

As usual, Jesus does not beat around the bush or use lofty language to try and get His point 
across.  He has reflected the love of God because God has love Him.  Now He expects us to 
reflect the love of Christ because He has love us.  In the first half of verse 16 He tells us why this 
will happen:

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit and that your fruit should abide...”

The frustration for me and I expect for you too, is that it is so easy to say but so hard to do.  Yes, 
our human nature gets in the way.  Of course, this does force us back to the vine for our strength 
and direction.

This part of the sermon is so easy because of all the examples that we see everyday.  I could spend 
the whole time just touching the surface of unloving things that are done each and every day.  You 
are just as aware of them as I am.

In Genesis 4:1-12, we read of two brothers.  Brothers are supposed to love one another...right?  
Well, not in this case.  The results are recorded for us in Genesis 4:8.

What form does 
your love take?
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“Cain said to Able his brother, ‘Let us go out to the field.’  And when they were in the 
field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.”

How is that for brotherly love?  Not very good... right from the very beginning.  Later, King David 
also had troubles.  Hear now the words of II Samuel 15:10.

“But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, ‘As soon 
as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then say, ‘Absalom is King at Hebron!’’”

I suspect that most of you know the story.  Absalom tried to steal the very kingship of his father, 
King David.  If he could have he would have killed his own father to get the throne.  But God did 
not let that happen and Absalom ended up dying because his long hair got caught up in a tree.  
King David loved him and mourned his death.

These kind of things and more are still happening today.  When people do not understand how to 
show real love for people...even seemingly good things can go wrong.  Our government has been 
trying to figure out how to show love for the poor without Christ.  And yet, they have only 
created a dependent people.  The oldest charity in America is the Scots’ Charitable Society of 
Boston founded in 1657... even before our government was established.  They have remained true 
to their goal of only helping people to see themselves as created in God’s image.  If you care to 
read the whole article it is in WORLD Magazine March 14, 2009.  It is not politically correct but it 
is correct.  We see the bad results of parents who are overly generous to their own children.  It 
has proven to be the undoing of many children.  Trying to do good without God is impossible.  At 
some time, we have to ask ourself if we give out of love of God and people or do we give for 
other reasons?  Often, we give for the wrong reasons.

We know that we can do all things only through Jesus.  Yes, we can even love properly.  St. Paul 
talks about the love of the Galatians in chapter 4:15 where we read this:

“What has become of the satisfaction you felt?  For I bear you witness that, if possible, 
you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.”

Now that, my friend, would take a whole lot of love.  In 1 John 3, we read about the great love of 
Jesus for us in verse 16.  And then we are encouraged to show love to others in verse 18 where 
we read:

“By this we know love, that He laid down His life for us and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren...little children, let us not love in word or speech but in deed and in 
truth.”

When I think of laying down a life for another person, I think of the people in our military 
services.  How many of them placed themselves in harm’s way for us?  We will never know.  We 
will continue to honor them when they do.

One of the biggest changes to take place in a person after becoming a Christian has to belong to 
St. Paul.  He went from trying to put every Christian in jail to being put in jail for that same 
message.  it is clear from the words of 1 Timothy 1:12-14 that he was completely grounded in the 
vine and could show the love of God to others.

“...and therefore I suffer as I do.  But I am not ashamed for I know whom I have believed 
and I am sure that He is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me.  
Follow the pattern of the sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and 
love which are in Christ Jesus; guard the truth that has been entrusted to you by the Holy 
Spirit who dwells within you.”

Yes, the love of God makes that big a difference in us.  That is why Jesus could tell the disciples and 
us (v14);

“You are my friends if you do what I command you.”

St. Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:5-6 what happens to us when we become Christians.
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“He destined us in love to be His sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of 
His will, to the praise of His glorious grace which He freely bestowed on us in the 
beloved.”

The people of Immanuel have shown this to be true in so many different ways.  I believe that each 
and every person at Immanuel has been both at the giving and the receiving end of the love that 
Jesus is talking about in this lesson.  The people of Immanuel have shown God’s great love to 
countless people outside of this church body as well.  This too is in agreement with the love that 
Jesus is talking about.  The words of Jesus in verse 11 have come true and with God’s guidance will 
continue into the future.

“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
full.”

God the Father loves His Son and us.  He proved this by sending Jesus to die on the cross for our 
sins and the sins of all people.  God the Son loves His Father and us.  He proved this by obeying 
His Father and dying on that cross for us.  We love the Father and the Son because the Holy Spirit 
has entered our hearts and souls.  And we prove this by the love we show to all people.  We have 
heard His command in verse 17 and desire to obey it.

“These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”

This is why the ministry at Immanuel Lutheran Church has lasted for over 120 years.  Hopefully, 
the ministry here will last for many, many more years.  What a joy, blessing and gift this is fur us and 
all people.

I would like to close this sermon with a story that you may have heard before.  Please bear with 
me if you have for it makes Jesus’ command to us very easy to see.  There was a young boy who 
was afraid of the dark.  One night he called out to his mother several times that he was really 
afraid.  Each time she simply answered, “You’re okay.  Don’t worry.”  Finally, he called out in an even 
more desperate manner and she called back, “God will take care of you.”  The boy replied, “Yes, I 
know but right now I need someone with skin on.”  Often as Christians we shout back to 
neighbors, friends, relatives and our own children, “Don’t worry, God will take care of you.”  This is 
true but sometimes they simply need someone with skin on to help them through the moment.  
That is our calling.  We act as God’s skin to others.  in this way, we obey Jesus’ command to love 
one another.  May we continue to do this in Jesus’ name for years and years to come.

AMEN
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